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MR. NORTH read the following Paper upon the

TRADESMEN'S TOKENS
ISSUED IN LEICESTERSHIRE IN THE XVIlTH CENTURY, WITH 

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS AND NOTES.

ON presenting a list of such of the Tradesmen's Tokens issued in 
Leicestershire as are mentioned by our local historians, possessed 
by myself, or preserved in such collections as I have had reference 
to, perhaps a few words upon their origin, use, and present value 
to the historian and the antiquary, may not be out of place.

These Tokens originated in the great scarcity of small coins— 
halfpence and farthings—for "change;" this want was particularly 
felt by the poor. " In 1402, the extreme scarcity of small coins 
among the poorer people, induced the Commons to petition king 
Henry the Fourth in parliament, for some remedy for the pressing 
mischief amongst the poor people, occasioned by the want of half 
pennies and farthings of silver, which were wont to be, and still 
were, the most profitable money to the said people, but were then 
so scarce, because none were worked nor made at that time; 
wherefore the people in divers places of great necessity used the 
money of foreign lands ...... and in some parts, halfpennies
divided, to the great destruction and waste of the said money; 
and in some places Tokens of lead ...... In consequence of
this complaint, it was ordered that the third of all the money of 
silver which shall be brought to the bullion, shall be made in half 
pence and farthings." *

The making of leaden Tokens might originate in the very 
ancient custom, adopted by merchants, of using leaden seals 
attached to their merchandize; the strings or fastenings of the 
packages passing through the metal when molten, in the same way 
in which we now use wax, and which metal was then stamped (by 
an engraved stone or other instrument) with some device, which is 
now known by the name of a " Merchant's Mark."

The coinage of a very limited number of halfpence and 
farthings in silver, was little likely to remedy the above complaint; 
indeed the two coins appear to have been so much alike in size 
and general appearance, as to have led Henry the Eighth to give 
special instructions as to their ornamental character.

The debased state of the coinage during the reign of Henry 
VIII., and also during that of Edward VI., notwithstanding his 
determination to effect a remedy, becoming even worse under 
Mary, naturally did not lessen the issue of these Tokens; and 
although Queen Elizabeth restored the integrity of the currency,

• Vide Introduction to the Beaufoy Coll. of T. Tokens, pp. v, vi.



LEICESTERSHIRE TRAD ESM ENS' TOKENS.
(XVII. CENTURY.)





LEICESTBRSHIBE TRADESMEN'S TOKENS. 107

yet the great want of small change, coupled, no doubt, with the 
great profit arising to the issuer, caused an immense number of 
Tokens of lead and tin to be used amongst tavern and shop-

King James, immediately upon ascending the English throne, 
turned his attention to the state of the currency. On the eigh 
teenth of November, in the first year of his reign, proclamations 
" concernynge the newe coyne " were received in Leicester; and 
in 1610 a messenger brought proclamations " that noe parson 
presume to melt anye Golde or Silver, to alter the coyne of the 
Realme of England." The first attempt at a modern copper 
coinage was made by him; for by proclamation, dated 19 May, 
1613, he issued the royal farthing Tokens, and thenceforward 
prohibited the currency of all private ones. These Tokens excited 
great indignation, probably on account of the immense amount of 
plunder that went into the King'^s pocket, and into that of Baron 
Harington, of Exton, in Rutland, to whom he granted the patent, 
and a large portion of the profits of the issue.

.This proclamation, together with one against uttering light 
Spanish money, was received in Leicester in 1613.

John Stamford and his deputies were authorized to issue his 
Majesty's farthing Tokens for this and the neighbouring county of 
Rutland.* The state of the currency at this period may be illus 
trated by the following local incident: In 1618 Mr. Lott Peere, or 
Peece, as agent for the Virginian Plantation Company, opened, 
with the sanction of the Mayor, Mr. Rowland Pusey, a lottery in 
Leicester, which was apparently so successful as to induce him to 
present to the Mayor—as a mark of his satisfaction, or as an 
acknowledgment for services rendered in the business—" a vevie 
faire silver and gilt cupp, with a cover, to goe from Maior to Maior 
forever;" and at the same time he also gave, in silver, twenty 
pounds to the poor of Leicester; which silver, upon its being exam 
ined after he had breakfasted with the Mayor's brethren, and taken 
his departure, was found to contain nine shillings and twopence in 
counterfeit and broken money.

Charles the First continued to authorize the issue of the royal 
farthing Tokens, and granted to the Duchess of Richmond and 
others, for different periods, the privilege of making them for their 
benefit; the farthings under these patents being, of course, below 
their current value, caused endless discontent and disturbance.f

By order of the House of Commons, April 12, 1643, no more 
Tokens were to be made under the royal letters patent; and soon

* Nichols' Hist, of Leio., vol. i., p. 425. This was more probably John Stanford, 
who was mayor of Leicester in 1592, and represented the town in Parliament, in 
conjunction with James Clark, 35 Elizabeth; or, the John Stanford who sat in Par 
liament for Leicester, 39 Eliz., and who was then described as " Junior." 

t Vide Humphreys' Coin Col. Manual, vol. ii., p. 473.
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after the exchange offices of the royal Tokens being closed, they 
became valueless, and inflicted great loss upon the holders.

During the Commonwealth, Tradesmen's Tokens appear to have 
been issued without any restriction from the government; they 
now appeared struck on brass and copper; and it was not until 
Charles the Second coined halfpence and farthings in good copper, 
declaring them to be current, and issued proclamation after procla 
mation, up to the year 1674, against Tradesmen's Tokens and 
their issuers, that their suppression was effected.

In Leicester, in the month of November, 1666, an order of a 
Common Hall was passed forbidding any person from stamping, or 
causing to be stamped, any more halfpence or farthings; and all 
persons who had issued any were called upon to give security to 
the Mayor for exchanging these Tokens for silver ;* there were, 
however (as will be seen in the following list), many issued in 
Leicester after this date.

These Tokens, as they find their way into the cabinet of the 
collector, or come under the inspection of the historian, or the ken 
of the antiquary, speak of the past, in a language peculiarly their 
own; they are the homely coins of tKe people; they tell of a 
period when the people were, as in so many other instances, groping 
for what we now use as a matter of course; and when they were 
teaching the government of the country, what appears to us, one of 
the first, and most simple lessons connected with its currency, 
namely, the necessity for a plentiful supply of small coinage.

Then again, they are useful as pointing out the towns in which 
trade was chiefly carried on; they preserve the names and localities 
of public signs—a subject of considerable interest to the antiquary; 
and they sometimes shew by their semi-heraldic bearings (as I 
think is the case with the Melton-Mowbray Token, issued by Roger 
Wayte) the family connection of the issuer with other persons of 
the same name.

These Tokens, too, whilst they are pleasant reminders to those 
who, by recognizing in the original issuers of them an ancestor of 
their own, derive evidence that he was a man respected and trusted 
by his fellow-townsmen, also "point a moral" to those who, hav 
ing prospered in the world, are sometimes apt to look with disdain 
upon the class to which their forefathers belonged—upon the hard 
working tradesman, who is perhaps now building his fortune in the 
same honest and reputable way, as that pursued by the issuers of 
these Tradesmen's Tokens.

I have, in the following list, as is usual, used the word "arms" 
—as Grocers' arms, &c.,—for the device or recognizance used upon 
the field of the Token; such device being generally an approxima 
tion to the arms of the public Company, of the calling of whose

• Thompson's Hist. Leic., p. 438.



Mr. North wilt be much pleased to be permitted to 
inspect or to purchase any Leicestershire Tradesmen's Tokens, 
and will be specially obliged by being informed of the existence 
of any variety not included in this List.

Southjields, Leicester, 
Oct. 1863.
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members the issuer was a follower; and in many instances I have 
given the arms of the Company, as a guide to those not well versed 
in these distinguishing marks.

With respect to my hastily collected notes upon the Tradesmen 
whose names are handed down to us upon these Tokens, 1 may say, 
that I have generally only jotted down any matter that came in my 
way, having especial reference to them, at, or prior to, the date of 
the issue of the Token.

An asterisk is placed before such tokens in the following pages as have not 
hitherto appeared in any published List. For the descriptions of many 
of these I am indebted to Mr. Weatherhead, the indefatigable Curator of 
the Leicester Museum.

APPLEBY.
O.—Christopher Birkbeoke ... ... a King's Head in profile.
R.—In Appleby, 1666 ... ... His Halfpeny.
O.—William Smith ... ... ... a Pigeon.

*R.—In Applebye, 1669 ... ... w. s.
There being more than one Appleby, it is uncertain whether 

these were issued in Leicestershire.*

• When about to place this paper in the printer's hands for reprinting in these 
Transactions, a friend at Eendal, in Westmorland, sends me a cutting from the 
Kendal Mercury, of 28th March, 1863, by which it will be Been Leicestershire must 
give up its claim to this Token in favour of that county.

"APPLEBY TOKEN FOUND.
"In taking down the old dwellings on the south side of Allhallows' Lane, Kendal, 

consequent on the widening of that street, the workmen have turned up a small 
brass token of the seventeenth century, issued at Appleby, in Westmoreland, in the 
year 1669.

" Mr. Brockett, in his Tradesmen's Tokens (of the seventeenth century) issued in the 
counties of Cumberland and Westmoreland, 1853, and republished in the Gentleman's 
Magazine for May of that year, has omitted to notice this specimen; it is, however, 
engraved and described in the latter publication for March, 1792, p. 209, without, we 
believe, being assigned to any county. In Mr. Boyne's elaborate work, Tokens issued 
in the seventeenth century in England, Wales, and Ireland, 1858, and also in Mr. 
North's Leicestershire Tokens, 1857, it is given, but in both dubiously appropriated 
to Appleby in Leicestershire.

" We think, however, there can be no question that we are right in claiming this 
Token for our Appleby, from the fact of its occasional—though it must be admitted 
rare—occurrence in this part of the country, and also that William Smith (doubtless 
the issuer of the token now under consideration) was Mayor of Appleby, in this 
county, in the years 1667 and 1673.

" The Token just discovered is of brass, of the farthing size, and is in excellent 
preservation. It contains on the

Obverse—' WILLIAM-SMITH * '=A pigeon pecking.•#•
Reverse—'in-APPLEBYE-1669 *'=' w s'>*•

And is now in the possession of John Hudson, Esq., of Larch How."
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ASHBY-DE-LA-ZOUCH.
O.—John Allatt of ... ... ... Dyers1 Arms.
K.—Ashby Dalzovch, 1670 ... ... His Halfpeny.

The Company of Dyers bear, Sa. a chevron engr. arg. betw. 
three bags of madder of the last, corded or ; Crest, three sprigs of the 
grain tree erect, vert, fructed gu. Supporters, two leopards ramp, 
guard, arg. spotted with various colours, fire issuing from their ears 
and mouth, ppr. both ducally crowned or. Motto, DA GLORIAM DEO. 
—(See sheet of Illustrations, No. 22. )

r\ T r< • \ an ornamental knot tyingO.—James Cowper in ... ... J , T i j rn ,011 \ two linked Crs. (?j
*R— Ashby-de-la-Zouch, 1667 ... ... j. c.

O.—Samuell Sowden in ... ... S. George and the Dragon.
*R.—Ashby-de-la-Zouch, 1667 ... ... His Halfepenny.
O.—Francis Sikes at y" Red ... ... a Lion Rampant.

*R.—In Ashby-daly-Zovch ... ... His Halfpeny, 1669.
Mr. Henry Sikes (probably a member of the same family), an 

Apothecary in London, born in Ashby-de-la-Zouch, gave £140. for 
the use of the poor of his native town for ever.

O.—James Farmer, 1671 ... .. A Halfpeny.
*R.—In Ashby-dell-Zouch ... ... the Mercers' Arms.

O.—David King in ... ... ... the Mercers' Arms (?)
*R.—Ashby-de-la-Zovch ... ... D. K.

O.—George Segrave ... ... ... a Lion Rampant.
*R.—Ashby-de-la-Zouch ... ... G. s.
O.—Hugh Sherwood... ... ... the Grocers' Arms.

*R.—In Ashby, 1656 ... ... ... H. s.
O.—Joseph Sherwood ... ... the Mercers' Arms.

*R.—In Ashby, 1655 ... ... ... a Bull's Head.
In 1630 the Sherwoods were freeholders here, which makes it 

highly probable that the above Tokens were issued by members of 
that family residing in this place; otherwise the simple word 
"Ashby" would hardly have been sufficient to connect the Tokens 
with Ashby-de-la-Zouch.

BAGWORTH.
0.—Tho. Boss ***... ... ... Grocers' Arms.

*R.—In *agworth ... ... ... ******
The specimen of this Token in the Leicester Museum, was found 

some time ago in Mr. Herbert's brick-yard. I have assigned it to 
Bagworth, not because that is a place likely to have had a resident 
tradesman of sufficient importance to issue Tokens, but because many 
country tradesmen were free of the town of Leicester on market 
and fair-days, and Thomas Boss might on that account make use of 
Tokens in his business; and not only so, but the inscription, 
although certainly much worn away, is tolerably distinct as far as
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regards the issuer's name and theletters " agworth," and to which there 
was clearly only one preceding letter; moreover, it will be seen, 
under Mountsorrell, that Boss is a name found in Leicestershire.— 
(See Illus. No. 15.)

BELTON.
O.—William Barradale ... ... a Bell.

*R.—Of Belton, 1671 ... ... ... A Halfpeny.
There being five Beltons in England, it is not quite certain in 

which county this Token was issued; but Barradale being a Lei 
cestershire name, and Belton being formerly a market town, and 
having now an annual fair, it is right to place it on our list. The 
adoption of the Bell upon the obverse, would arise from the sign of 
an inn now removed, or perhaps from the name of the town, Bel- 
town.—(See Illus. No. 21J

BILLESDON.
O.—Henry Sanderson ... ... a Man making Candles.
R.—In Billsden, 1669 ... ... His Halfpeny.

MARKET BOSWORTH. 
O.—Hugh Adcock at the ... ... a Butt's Head.
R.—In Market Bosworth ... ... His Halfpeny A'

(See Illus. No. \6.J

O.—Richard Tompson, Mercer... ... '
*R.—In Market Bosworth .. ... His Halfpeny. 

(See Ittus. No. 13.J
O.—Elizabeth Mayne... ... ... Taylors' Arms.

*R.—In Shool Lane her Halfpeny E. M. 1668.
This Token (which is given from Mr. Evans' anastatic sheet) is 

octagonal in shape, and the inscription on the reverse is in horizontal 
lines across the field. The Merchant Taylors' Company bear, Ar. a 
royal tent betw. two parliament robes, gu. lined erm. the tent 
garnished or, tentstaff and pennon of the last; on a chief az. a lion 
pass, guard, or, &c.*—Burke's Gen. Armoury. (See Illus. JVb. 14.y

GREAT BOWDEN. 
O.—Richard Bronson ... ... K. B.
R.—In Bowden, 1658 ... ... a horse, saddled and bridled.

* A collector of Tradesmen's Tokens, a gentleman well conversant with their 
peculiarities, states, unless Mr. Evans has some local knowledge to justify his opinion 
as to this being a Bosworth Token, there is little doubt it belongs to a series issued 
in " Shooe Lane," London; the style and appearance of the coin, further, he thinks, 
confirm this supposition.
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BURROW.
O.—lohn Shaw ... . . ... the Mercers' Arms.

*R.—Of Burrow ... ... ... i. s., 1664.
This may belong to another county.

EASTON MAGNA.
O.—Edward Moare ... ... ... Three Cloves.

*R.—In Great Eason ... ... ... E. M. (in monogram.)
(Found since the reading of this Paper.—1863.)

The only specimen of this Token I have heard of is in my 
possession. It formerly belonged to a person residing near to Easton 
Magna; which circumstance renders the fact of its being a Leicester 
shire Token highly probable.

ELMSTHORPE.

O.—Halfpenny payable by Richd. Fowke
a sheaf of wheat, a plough

and harrow. 
Motto, God speed the

Plough. 
R.—Ruins of Elmsthorpe Church, 1800 ... Ruins of a church.

Although this is not a Tradesman's Token, still it may be worth 
registering. Nichols says of it, " In 18(10 Mr. Fowke (who pos 
sessed a small museum containing some valuable curiosities) obliged 
his particular friends with an Elmsthorpe Token. It is of copper 
bronzed, and only eighteen of them were struck.

HALLATON. 
O.—Edward Goodman of ... ... Three Cloves (a Grocer).
R.—Haloneton, Lest: shir ... ... _ ",

IS. A.
In 1611, Henry Goodman held lands here, and in 1630, the 

Goodmans were freeholders.
O.—John Ellis of ... ... ... ahorse saddled find bridled.
R.—HaUerton, 1667 ... ... ... E'

J. M*

MARKET HARBOROUGH.
O.—Elizabeth Lyng ... ... a Pestle and Mortar.
R.—In Harbrow ... ... ... E. L.
O.—Avgvstin Harper ... ... Grocers1 Arms.
R.—Of Harbrowe ... ... ... A. H.

The Company of Grocers (granted 23 Hen. VIII.) bear, Ar. a 
chev. gu. betw. nine cloves, sa. (three, three, and three); Crest, a 
camel pass. ppr. bridled gu. on his back a bale or corded gu. 
Supporters, two griffins per fesse gu. and or. Motto, GOD GKANT 
GKACB.—(Burke's Genl. Armoury.)
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O.— Tho. Langdel of ... i ... ... a HacMe.
R. — Market Harborovgh ... .. Flax Dreser.
O.— Ann Gott, 1658 ... ... ... a Leg Stockinged.
R. — In Harbowrovgh... ... ... A. a.

She was probably a retailer of hose.
O. — At the Swann ... ... ... a Swan.

s. 
R. — In Harbrovgh 1651 ... ... H. p.

This Token was probably issued by one of the family of Sollers, 
who kept the Swans Inn for many years. Eleanor Sollers, the 
daughter of Thomas Launder, of Market Harborough, died in January 
1768, at the advanced age of one hundred years ; she is described 
in a note in Nichols' Leicestershire, by the Rev. Philip Hacket, as 
" a miracle of a woman, and she tript es nimbly as a young one." 
She appears to have been succeeded by John Benton, who married 
her granddaughter.

O. — Frances Reeves ... ... ... a Swan.
R. — In Harborow, 1667 ... ... Her Halfpeny.

The Swans is still the principal Inn in Market Harborough. 
O. — Thomas Heyricke of ... ... T. H. 1668.
R.-Harborow, his Halfpeny ... ...

This Thomas Heyricke, Nichols supposes to be the son of the 
Thomas Heyricke of Hough ton, who was baptized the 12th May, 
1588. He was an ironmonger, and a freeman of the borough of 
Leicester, as appears by the following extract from the Chamber 
lains' accounts for the year 1655-6 — "Reed, of Thomas Ericke^of 
Harborow Ironmonger for the continuance of his ffreedom for the 
Towne. . . 00U 01 s 00d "

O.— Henry Smith ... ... ... fl x̂  (The Three Bells.)
R. — Harborovgh ... ... ... H. s.
O.— Robert Bass, 1688, at ... ... a Hart.
R. — Markett Harborovgh ... ... His Halfpeny.

This is heart-shaped.
O. — William Thompson in ... ... a Book Clasped.
R. — Markett Harborovgh ... ... '

William Thompson was a publisher in Market Harborough in 
1661 : in that year he published, among other works, "Thomas 
Goddard's Miscellanea ; also a Little Box of Safe Purgative, and 
Restorative Pills, to be constantly taken by those who desire either 
to get their souls into, or keep them in, a healthful heavenly temper ;" 
Joseph Bentham's (of Broughton, Northamptonshire) " Kings to be 
of God;" "Essay for Orderly Hearing;" "Defence of Psalm 
Singing," &c., &c.
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O.—William Thompson in ... ... a Clasped Book.
*R.—Harbrovgh, his halfpeny ... ... T'

W. H.
The preceding Token issued by W. Thompson was probably 

a farthing one.
O.—Thomas Wilshere ... ... a Roll of Tobacco (?J
R.—In Harborow ... ... ... w'

X« H*

O.—Thomas Horton ... ... ... Drapers' Arms.
*R.—In Harbrowe . . ... ... T. H.

The Company of Drapers bear, Gules, three triple crowns or, 
each issuing out of a cloud resting on sunbeams proper.—(Kent's 
Gram, of Heraldry. J

HINCKLEY.
O.—Joseph Cave Mercer ... ... the Grocers' Arms.
R.—In Hinckley, 1666 ... ... His Halfpeny.
O.— Joseph Cave ... ... ... the Grocers' Arms.

*R.—In Hinckley ... ... ... y O 'B
This is a farthing Token.

O.—Robert Bloor at the ... ... a Crown.
R.—Crowne in Hinckley 1670 ... ... His Halfpeny.
O.—Thomas Davell in .. ... a Bear.
R.—Hinckley Ironmonger ... ... His Halfpeny D '

O.—Nathaniell Gillbert ... ... His Halfpeny.
R.—At Hinckley 1671 ... ... S. George and the Dragon.

This is octagonal in shape.

O.—Nathanl Gilbert at the George ... in four lines across the field. 
R.—In Hinckley his Halfpenny, 1672 ... in five lines across the field.

O.—William Iliffe ... ... ... W I> ]}
R.—In Hinckley ... . ... 1662.

Mr. William Ilifle introduced a stocking frame (which is said to 
have cost £60.) into Hinckley, as early as 1640; and with this 
single frame, which, by the aid of an apprentice, he kept constantly 
working, day and night, he gained a comfortable subsistence for his 
family; his immediate descendant, Mr. Joseph Iliffe, after having 
carried on the manufacture there with considerable success for more 
than half a century, died, universally respected, March 5, 1795, 
aged 76 years fNichols' Leicestershire, under Hinckley). His tomb 
stone states that he lived in the same house nearly seventy-six 
years, was a warm supporter of the Church, and a loyal subject to 
his sovereign.—(See Illus. No. \7.J
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O.—William Bentiey ... ... ... a Bell (?)
R.—Of Hinckley ... ... ... B>

yV « -E«

O.—* * mas Davanport ... ... the Grocers' Arms (?)
*R._* * Hinckly ... ... ... * * D.

The inscription and device are much worn away.

CHURCH LANGTON.
O.—Will. Elwood in Church ... ... a Trowett (?) 1669.

*R.—Langton his Halfpeny ... ... a String of Candles.

LEICESTER. 
O.—Francis Elliot ... ... ... p E'w

R.—In Leicester 1655 ... ... p E 'w

In 1640-41, Francis Elliott paid to the Corporation of Leicester 
"for a flyne upon a Lease of a Chamber over the Eastgate for 21 
yeeres" £3. 6s. 8d.; and in 1660, upon the termination of the lease, 
a similar fine was again paid. In 1667 (as appears by an old 
Catalogue formerly kept in the Town Library at the Guildhall), 
" Francis Elliott, of the Borough of Leicester, ironmonger, for the 
better furnishing of this Librarye, gave two antient large books in 
folio, being the works of B. Rombolt about the Civil Law, as also 
one other book in folio, the famous and antient Historie of Aurelius 
Tacitus." There were several EUiotts in Leicester at this date: 
William Elliott, also, an ironmonger, was Chamberlain in 1666-7, 
and Churchwarden of S. Martin's in 1670 ; and a John Elliott was 
a fellmonger.

O.—lames Lee in ... ... ... Mercers' Arms.
R.—Leicester 1656 ... ... ... *" A

James Lee, " a stranger," was admitted into the Chapman's 
Guild, or made free, the 6th March, 1653, and paid £5 as his fine.— 
He was Chamberlain in 1666-7, and in later times several of this 
name, and probably of this family, have filled important positions in 
the town. My specimen of this coin was found in Mr. Yates' stone 
yard, Leicester.

The Company of Mercers (incorporated 1394) bear: Gu. a demi 
virgin couped below the shoulders issuing from clouds all ppr. or, 
crowned with an Eastern Crown of the last; her hair dishevelled 
and wreathed round the temple with roses of the second, all within 
an orb of clouds ppr. Motto, HONOR DEO.—(Burke's Genl. 
Armory.J—(See Illus. No. \.j

O.—David Deakins, 1657 ... ... Bakers' Arms.
R.—Baker in Lester ... ... ... D. D.

The Company of Bakers bear: Gu. a balance betw. three garbs 
or, on a chief barry wavy of four, arg. & az. a hand ppr. vested gu.,
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cuffs or, issuing from clouds affixed to the upper part of the chief
holding the balance. Motto, FBA.ISE GOD FOB ALL. (Burke's
Genl. Armory.) (See Him. No. Z.J 

O.—David Deakins, 1664. ... ... Bakers1 Arms.
R.—In Lester Baker... ... ... D. D.

David Deakins occupied, in 1677-8, "a piece of ground in a
close near St. Margarett's church-yard, called St. Margarett's bed,"
for which he paid a quit rent to the Corporation of sixpence per
annum.

In 1641, a Daniel Deken was Chamberlain, and about the year
1658, John Deakins, a weaver, resided in Leicester. This family is
I believe still represented here. 

O.—John Goodall in ... ... ... a Hand with a Glove (?)
R.—Leicester 1666. ... ... ... G'

J. 8.
The recognizance in the field of the obverse is not clearly de 

cipherable. John Goodall appears to have been an active man in 
public matters: he was Chamberlain in 1665-6, Churchwarden of 
S. Martin's in 1670, and Mayor in 1680.—His name appears in the 
list of aldermen dismissed from the body corporate, by order of 
James the Second in February 1688; and in December of that year, 
he with many others signed a pledge of his adhesion to the cause of 
the Prince of Orange. He resided in a house then standing near 
the East Gates, probably at or near the corner of the present new 
Bond Street, for in the Chamberlains' accounts for 1678-9 he is 
mentioned as the occupier of a messuage or tenement near the East 
Gates; whilst in the following year the same house is described as 
being in the Swine's Market, as the High Street was then called.— 
(See Illus. No. 3.J 

O.—Robert Page in Leicester ... ... S. George and the Dragon.
R.—His Halfe Penny, 1666 .. ... K P- E

" The George " formerly stood in Hotel Street, at the corner of 
Friar Lane. The site is now occupied by premises in the occupation 
of Mr. Meadows, druggist.

O.—lohn Pares in Leicester ... ... a Hart Couchant.
R.—His Halfpeny, 1666 ... ... r p- M

The family of Pare or Pares had been established in Leicester 
many years before the issue of this Token. In 1593 and following 
years, Thomas Pare rented the Chambers over the Westgate. In 
1620 John Pare was Mayor, and in conjunction with a Mr. Hinde 
rented the Castle Mills. There were, however, more families than 
one bearing this name in Leicester, for in 1663-4 John Paire, a 
stranger, was admitted into the Chapman's Guild, or made free of 
the town.* In 1665, John Pares, most probably the issuer of the

» The fact of this John Paire residing in this town may, however, be questioned, 
for in a long list of receipts derived from the sale of fee farm rents in Leicester, in 
the year 1670-1, occurs the name of Mr. John Paire, of London (spelt exactly like 
the above), who paid to the Corporation ^16. for the purchase or redemption of one 
of these rents.
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above Token, was constable of one of the wards, and, according to 
Mr. Thompson, he was the first regularly-appointed postmaster for 
Leicester. He says, " During the Commonwealth the communication 
between Leicester and London was maintained by employing a man 
to go the distance and return once a-week. He was called a ' foot- 
post.' In the reign of Charles the Second, 1667, a proclamation 
was forwarded to the Mayor of this town, setting forth that Lord 
Arlington had been appointed postmaster-general, and prohibiting 
the secret and indirect conveyance of letters from place to place. 
His lordship about the same time chose John Fares, deputy-post 
master for Leicester, for six months."—Hist, of Leicester, p. 428. 
" John; Pares, of Leicester," purchased from the Corporation in 
1670-1, a fee farm rent for the sum of £6. 8s.

In addition to the foregoing, another Mr. Pares (whether of the 
same family or not I do not know) makes his appearance in Leicester 
during the Commonwealth. A vacancy having occurred in 1654-3, 
in the office of Master of the Free School, Mr. Chamberlain Ludlam 
went to Harborough and to Oakham " about a schoolemaster," but 
not meeting with an eligible one, or the preliminary propositions 
not being equally agreeable to both parties concerned, Uppingham 
was tried, but with no better success. Mr. Pares, a schoolmaster at 
Ashby, being next communicated with, he came over to Leicester; 
and the Town Clerk soon after going to Ashby to " treat with 
him," appears to have been successful in his mission, for the Cham 
berlains charge in their accounts "for three horses hire and one 
man, when Chamberlain Coleman went to Ashby to bring the same 
schoolemaster and his goods" (he was undoubtedly an unmarried 
man) " to this town." And again, " Paid for a pinte of Canary at 
his coming to this Town." and, " Paid for Dyett for the said Mr. 
Pares and his man."

The White Hart had long been one of the principal inns in the 
town. In the middle of the sixteenth century, Henry Gray, of 
Bradgate, Marquis of Dorset, stayed there; and reference is fre 
quently made to it in the Chamberlains' accounts. The vintners of 
Leicester, licensed " to draw, utter, and sell wyne," were at this 
time persons apparently occupying good positions in society; many 
of them being styled in the Chamberlains' accounts (where such an 
appellation is seldom given) as " gentlemen."

By Indenture dated 17 February, 13th Elizabeth (1570-1) 
Thomas Worship, of Leicester, Yeoman, demised to John Heyrick, 
of Leicester, for the term of 1000 years, a messuage called the White 
Hart Inn, another messuage, a lawn, a close in Humberstone Gate, 
with some other small parcels, for the annual rent of a rose flower.— 
Nichols' Leic. Guth. Hund.,p. 400. (See Illus. No. 4.)

O.—Edward Head of Leicester.... ... an Antelope.
R.-HisHalfepenny,1666 ... ... v*'*.% ornamental knot.

Edward Read, " a stranger," was admitted into the Chapman's 
Guild in 1649-50.

It is fair to presume that Mr. Read brewed good ale, for he sup 
plied the Hall occasionally.
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1663-4—" Pm pd Edward Reade for beere to the Town Hall at sevall 
tymes ........................................ iij" ijd

1665-6—ltm pd Edwarde Reade for beere at twice to the hall and paler 
(parlour) ...................................... i""
He appears to have died prior to 1669, for in that year I find 

" Pd Widow Reade for ale this year.................. iiij» vjd "
•— Chamberlains' Accounts.

O.—Nathaniell Baker... ... ... an Angel.
R.—In Lester, 1667 ... ... ... N. B. in monogram.

The Angel, which had been for a considerable time the principal 
inn in Leicester, stood between the Cheapside and Gallowtree Gate. 
The ancient hostelry has long since disappeared, but the sign has 
only within the past few years been removed from an edifice, occu 
pying a portion of the site upon which previously stood its more 
noted and more frequented predecessor.

It was chiefly at the Angel that the Mayor and his brethren 
regaled the neighbouring nobility, and persons of distinction passing 
through, or staying in the town, with sack, claret, and sugar. Thus 
to take one year:

1597. " Oct. 6. Paid for a pottell of sacke, a pottell of clarett a pottell 
of white wyne and a pounde of suger geven to the Earle of 
Shrewsburie att the Angell in Leicester............ vj' viij"
Nov. 7. Pd for wyne and suger geven to the Earle of Huntingdon 
att the Angell in Leicester ...................... xxxij' iiijd

1598. Jany. 17. Pd for a pottell of clarett, and a pottell of secke, geven 
to Mr. Justice Beaumont, he then beinge att the Angell in 
Leicester .................................... iiij'
Sep. 12. Pd for wyne and suger geven to Mr. Thomas Cave att 
the Angell, he then sittinge for the subsidy ........ iij' jd "
— Chamberlains' Accounts.
The Angel would probably be adopted as a sign, in reference to 

the belief in the ministry of Angels, held alike by the Mediaeval and 
Reformed Churches.—(See Illus. No. 5.)

O.—Daniell Heggs in 1667 ... ... a Unicorn. (
R.—Leicester his Halfpeny ... •" D 's

There were several persons of this name in Leicester. In 1642-3 
W" Heggs received from the Corporation Is. 8d. " for four linkes to 
light the forces into the Towne when they came from Melton." 
Edward Heggs was a butcher here in 1660.

O.—Will Wood in Leicester ... ... Cordwainers' Arms.
R.—His Halfpeny 1667 ... ... W W'A

The Company of Cordwainers bear, Gules, a chevron between 
three goats' heads erased, Argent.—Kent's Gram, of Heraldry.— 
(See Illus: No. 6.)
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O.—John Browne ... ... • ... Man dipping Candles.
R.—Of Leicester 1669 ... ... His Halfpeny.

The Brownes were extensively represented in Leicester at this 
date. There being Thomas Browne apprentice to a tailor, Thomas 
Browne an innkeeper, and another Browne a pavior and mason. 

O.—Jane Lash in Leicester ... ... Royal (or King's) Arms.
R.—Her Halfepeny 1669 ... ... j. L.

The first mention I have seen of this disagreeable name in 
Leicester occurs in 1656, when William Lash, " a stranger," was 
admitted into the Chapmans' Guild by consent of a Common Hall, 
and paid £5. as his fine. He appears to have been an Innkeeper, 
for in 1659-60 the following entry occurs in the Chamberlains' 
accounts:

" Itm pd to Wm. Lash for a man and a horse to goe wth a Lieu 
tenant of Generall Moncks to Harborowe, ij8 vid ;"—and again in 
1664-5—

" I'"" pd to William Lash for meate, bread, Beere, and Tobacco, 
when the two Companies were at his house at the Duke of Yorke's 
last being in Towne as appeares by bill, ij 1 ' xiiij3."

Jane Lash, the issuer of the above Token, was probably his widow. 
The house known as the King's Arms stood formerly in the Swines' 

Market (now High Street), upon ground at present occupied by 
Messrs Watts and Son's wine vaults.—(See Illus. No. 7.) 

O.—William Savidge... ... ... a Wheatsheaf.
R.—In Leicester, 1670 .. ... His Halfpeny.

A William Savage paid to the Corporation in 1677-8 two pounds 
yearly, for part of the house he dwelt in, called by the name or 
sign of the White Swan which he held under a lease for twenty-one 
years.

The Wheatsheaf shews William Savidge to have been either a 
publican or a baker; it being sometimes used by bakers instead of 
the usual arms. 

O.—Nicholas Smith, Brewer ... ... a Barrel.
R.—In Licester, 1672 ... ... (illegible.)

This Nicholas Smith occupied land in the High Street (now High 
Cross Street), and a shop near the South-gates, for which he paid to 
the Corporation one shilling and sixpence per annum.

In 1664-5, Mr. Palmer, the Town Clerk of Leicester, died; and 
at his funeral the Corporation expended, in addition to £1. 10s. for 
cakes, eight shillings for "beere;" which was purchased of "Mr. 
Smith, Brewer."— Chamberlains' Accounts for that year.

( Hound with Hare in its 
mouth, " The Hare and Hound." 

R.—Baker, his Halfpeny ... ... J. c. with a true lover's knot.
O.—John Mason in 62 ,.. ... a Crown.

MR.—Lecster, Baker ... ... ... T 'j. ±i.
John Mason, Baker, paid in 1677-8, to the Corporation, one pound 

one shilling, an annual payment " for the Colledge House and Garden
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called St. Maries close heretofore sold to Job Lawnder in ffee ffarm." 
— Chamberlain?' Accounts.

O.—Mary Movntney ... ... ... a Crown.
R.—Of Lecesiter ... ... ... M. M.

The Crown would be a popular sign in the beginning of the reign 
of Charles II. In 1662-3, George Mounteney, "a stranger," was 
made free, and paid £10. as his fine; he was an innkeeper, for in 
1669-70 the Chamberlains paid him for ale Is. An Inn known as 
The Crown formerly stood in Swines' Market (now High Street).

O.—Richard Noone ... ... ... Grocers' Arms.
R.—Of Leicester ... ... ... _ *\

A. A.

Noone was a common name in Leicester. In 1655 Edward 
Noone was a mercer; James Ellis, an alderman, gave 26s. 8d. yearly 
to the head usher of the Free Grammar School, out of a house in 
the parish of All Saints, in the tenure of William Noone, sen., 
baker; in 1712, Wm. Noon (as a freeman) had £50. granted him 
from. Sir Thomas White's charity; in 1713, Arthur Noone was 
elected Mayor, and in 1730, Wm. Noone was Chamberlain.—(See 
Illus. No. 8.)

O.—At the Red Lyon ... ..a Lion Rampant.
R.—In Lester Towne... ... ... 'w. i.

It will be observed that there is no name given upon this Token, 
but only the initials ' These initials I assign to William New 
ton (and perhaps Jane his wife), who was bound as an apprentice to 
Mr. Richard Barnes, vintner, and made a freeman of the town of 
Leicester on the seventh day of December, 1648. In the Chamber 
lains' Accounts for 1659-60 is the following entry:

" Itm pd to Wm Newton for ministers dinners that kept ffriday 
Lecture, and for wine this yeare £5. 8s. 8d."

That The Red Lyon was one amongst the principal Inns in 
Leicester is evident from the personages staying there: in 1655-6 
the Mayor and Aldermen visited " the Major Generall att the Red 
Lyon;" in 1659-60 the Chamberlains paid for "Tobacco and pipes 
when the Maior and Aldermen went to visit Coll. Hacker, att the 
Red Lyon;" and upon the Coronation day of Charles the Second, 
the Mayor, Aldermen, and Common Councilmen, with " seaven gent0 
ministers and others, and five servants " dined there, the Chamber 
lains paying £5. 12s. 8d. for their dinners, "beere and Tobacco." 
The Red Lion as a sign is thought by some to have had its rise in 
compliment to John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster, who married Con 
stance, daughter of Pedro the Cruel, king of Castile, and upon the 
death of her father impaled the arms of Castile and Leon upon his 
shield, on a castle or, a shield argent, charged with a lion rampant, 
gules.—(See Illus. No. 9.)

In 1669-70, Mr. Wm. Newton was one of the Stewards of the 
Fairs.
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°*O. — Tho. Overing Leicestr ... ...
R- — Vive la Roy . . ... ... o Crown.

Mr. Overing received his share of the patronage of Mr. Mayor 
and his brethren. In 1669 a Thomas Overing was Mayor.

0._IanePallmer ... ... ...
R. — In Lecesiter ... ... ... i. p.

The name of Palmer is everywhere a common one, owing to so 
many of the common people receiving that addition to their Christian 
name, upon their return from a pilgrimage to the Holy Land, or the 
distant shrine of a popular saint; in 1336, Robert the Palmer occurs in 
a list of the inhabitants of Leicester, preserved in an ancient Tallage 
Roll, and transcribed by Mr. Thompson into his History of Leicester.

The female figure upon the obverse of this Token has led to some 
difference of opinion amongst collectors and those curious in these 
matters ; most of them supposing it an approximation to the Mercers' 
arms, and that Jane Palmer was a Mercer ; whilst one gentleman 
supposes it has some reference to the Virgin Mary. I hope I shall 
not shock this gentleman's feelings if I pronounce the figure to be 
a tavern sign, and state that Mrs. Jane Palmer was an innkeeper ; 
my evidences for the latter supposition are the following extracts 
from the Chamberlains' accounts for the year 1666-7 : —

" ltm pd to Mrs. Jane Palmer widow, for beere and ale to the 
Towne Hall and Gaynesborowe this year as appears by Bill, 19s. 6d.

" I"" pd for beere to Mrs. Jane Pallmer fetcht at sevall tymes to 
the Hall, Is. 6d."

With reference to the figure, it most probably represents the 
Maiden's Head, or as it was generally called the "Maidenhead." 
In the year 1-591, Wm. Hobbye paid 13s. 4d. per annum to the 
Corporation of Leicester " for a messuage or tenement w"1 thappur- 
tenances called the Meyden headd and a garden thereunto belonging, 
lying on the East syde of S' Mtyns churche," and which was then 
in his own occupation. It appears afterwards to have been occu 
pied by " Goodwife Bobbie," from whom it probably passed into the 
hands of the Palmers.

The Maidenhead was a common sign at that period, and one 
adopted in compliment to Queen Catherine Parr, the last wife of 
Henry VIII., whose family bore for a crest, a female's head couped 
below the shoulders, habited az. on her head a wreath of roses 
(alternately ar. and gu.).

" Her forehead is pretty, somewhat resembling the forehead of 
the sign of the Maiden Head Inn." — (The fair mayde of the Ex 
change, 1607.)— (See Illus. No. 10.)

O. — William Spencer in .. ... His Half-peny.
R. — Leicester Bvtcher ... ... Butchers' Arms.

The Butchers' Company bear, az. two slaughter axes indorsed in 
saltire ar. handled or. betw. three bulls' heads couped of the second, 
armed of the third, viz. two in fesse, and one in base ; on a chief 
arg. a boar's head couped gu. betw. two block brushes (i.e. bunches
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of knee-holly) vert. Crest, on a wreath a flying bull arg. wings 
indorsed or, armed and hoofed of the last; over the head a small 
circle of glory ppr. Supporters, two flying bulls arg. winged, armed 
and hoofed or, over each head a small circle of glory ppr. Motto,
OMNIA SUBJECISTI SUB PEDIBUS, OVES ET BOVES.——Burke1's Gen.
Armory.—(See Illus. No. 11.) 

O.—Thomas Stvrges ... ... ... Mercers' Arms.
R.—Mercer in Leicester ... ... 8 'i. if.

In 16-56, Thomas Sturges rented a messuage in the Saturday 
Market (the Market Place), then, or late in the tenure of John 
Loseby.

O.—Richard Woodroffe ... ... Mercers' Arms.
R.—In Lester Mercer ... ... w>R. M.

In 16-54-5, Richard Woodrofe, an apprentice to William Slater, 
dry-chandler, was made free by order of a Common Hall, his fine 
being £2.

O.—Samvell Willson... ... ... Bakers' Arms.
R.—In Lester Baker ... ... ... w's> s*

My specimen of this Token was found in the Castle Yard, 
Leicester.

LOUGH BOROUGH.
O.—John Alen nere the ... ... a Cross.
R.—In Lovghbrovgh... ... ... J. A.

John Alen was a Feoffee of Burton's Charity. In 1652, he was 
with his fellows fined for misemploying the Charity funds, and was 
compelled to return about ninety pounds which he had abstracted, 
wherewith to build a house. He was bridgemaster (that is, had the 
care of public bridges near the town) in lb'56 and 1664.

0.—Mathew Allain ... ... ... Ironmongers' Arms.
R.—Of Lovehborow ... ... ... „ '.

aLf A.*

The Company of Ironmongers bear, argent on a chevron gules, 
between three steel Gads azure, as many Lockets capped or.—Kent's 
Gram, of Heraldry.—(See'Illus. No. 20.)

O.—Robert Bunnys in ... ... S. George and the Dragon.
R.—Lovghborovgh, 1666 ... ... Three Tuns and °' (?)

The Company of Vintners bear, argent a chevron between three 
barrels, sable.—Ibid.

Robert Bunnys was a person of considerable public importance. 
He held the office of Bridgemaster in 1661, and was appointed 
Trustee, with seven others, of the bequests and charities of John 
and Bartholomew Hielding by the will of the latter, _ dated 4 
June, 1683; that office descending to both heirs and assignees, as
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the will runs, "for ever." His signature is appended, in attestation, 
to copies of the wills of both the Hicklings.

Most probably the Three Tuns was situate in the Church Gate, 
where the present public house of that name now stands, as such 
signs are often retained- for centuries. 8. George appears to have 
been held in some especial reverence and honor in the town, for we 
find in the Churchwardens' Accounts continual payments for ringing 
on his anniversary.—(See Illus. No, 19.)

O.—Henry Somervile at y° .. ... S 'M
R.—Castle in Lovghborovgh ... ... His Halfpeny.

O.—Thomas Stokes against ... ... The Cross '
R.—In Lovghborovgh ... ... His Halfpeny.
O.—John Varnam ... ... ... a Wheat Sheaf.
R.—In Lovghborow ... ... ... J. v. and ornamental knot.

John Varnam was Bridgemaster in 1667.
*O.—John Alien neare the ... ... a Cross.
R.—In Lovghbrovgh... ... ... His Halfpeny.

(See Illus. No. 12.) 
O.—John...... 1665 ... ... Mercers'Arms.

*R.—In Lovghbvrrow... ... ... His Half-Peny.
O.—John Fowler of ... ... ... the Grocers' Arms.
R.—Loughborovgh ...

I* K»

The Fowlers appear to have been a very old family in Lough- 
borough. As far back as the earliest town documents extend, 
individuals of this name, and frequently with the same Christian 
name, have held important offices. The subject of this note officiated 
several times as Churchwarden, and for the years 1668, 1670, 1674, 
and 1676, held the important office of Bridgemaster, which he 
appears to have discharged with exemplary fidelity. He was also 
a Feoflee of Burton's Charity.*

LUTTERWORTH.
M.O.—Peter Mackcarnes

R.—In Lvtterworth ... ... ... 1662.

O.—In Coventry, Southam . . ... w'
H« E«

R.—Rvgby, Lvtterworth ... ... Dyer, 1666.
A Token with four names of locality upon it is very rarely met 

with; indeed, I think this one may be said to be unique in that respect.
0.—Edward Revell ... ... ... S. George and the Dragon.
R.—In Lvtterworth ... ... ... E. E.

• For the notes under the Loughborough Tokens, I am much indebted to the 
kindness and research of Mr. Edwin Goadby.
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MEDBOURNE. 
O.—George Ailmonde ... ... a Man Standing.
R.—In Medbvrn, 1667 A.

MELTON MOWBRAY. 
O.—Arthvr Clovdsly ... ... ... a Slick of Candles.
R.—In Melton 1664 ... ... ... c "

A. B.
(See Him. No. 24.} 

0.—Edward Stokes in ... ... Grocers' Arms.
R.—Melton Mowbray ... ... 8 '

J E. B.
The Stokes have been a highly respectable family in Melton for 

many years. Upon the first bell of the beautiful peal belonging to 
Melton Mowbray church, occurs (amongst the list of benefactors) the 
name of "Mr. Samuel Stokes," 1708.

O.—Roger Waite 1666 ... ... \ w' ™d threef &%° | B. B. horns stringed.
R.—In Melton Mowbray ... ... His Halfpeny.

The Waites were tenant farmers in Leicestershire as early as 15 
Edward III., when William Wayte of Little Dalby, with Emma his 
wife, and William and John their sons, held lands for the term of 
their several lives, from John de Berkeley.—Nichols' Hist. Leic.

Roger Waite was churchwarden of Melton in 1656; and gave by 
will, 1693, one shilling a week to be distributed in money or bread 
to twelve of the oldest and poorest men or women in Melton. The 
three bugle horns upon the obverse of his Token, shew, I think, his 
family connection with the Waytes of Keythorpe, Leicestershire, 
who bore argent, a chevron between three bugle horns stringed sable. 
Thomas Wayte of Keythorpe, who died in 1642, was Receiver for 
his Majesty in the counties of Warwick and Leicester. A reference 
to Burke's General Armory will shew that the same arms are, or 
were borne by the Rev. D. G. Wait, LL.D., F.A.S., who was a 
descendant in the female line from the Killigrews, old Cornish 
baronets; and also by William Savage Wait, of Woodborough, near 
Bath, as well as by Wayte of Southampton, &c.

Nichols (Framland Hund. p. 269) informs us that the following 
arms were (in 1569) in Burton Lazars church; Argent, a chevron 
between three bugle horns stringed proper.—Burton Lazars, a 
hamlet belonging to Melton Mowbray, is situate between that place 
and Little Dalby. Did these arms belong to the Waytes of Leices 
tershire ?

O.—Thomas Clowdesley ... ... ' and true lover's knot.
R.—Of Melton Mowbray 1668... ... His Halfpenny.

Thomas Clowdesley (probably the father of the above) was 
Churchwarden in 1619, and in 1630, Thomas Clowdesley, Gent., 
was a freeholder.
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O.-Iohn Brown Chavndler ... ... J B> ^ a Stick of[ I, A. handles .
R. — In Melton Mowbray ... ... His Halfpeny 1668.
O. — Robert Beatson at ... ... Three Lambs.
R. — In Melton Mobery ... ... B'J K. E.
O. — Henry Croddyn in ... ... on a shield a Cross moline.

*R.— Melton Moberye... ... ... c>
"3.* Ai

(Found since the reading of this Paper — 1863.)
The following inscription was, according to Nichols, upon a slab 

in the north aisle of Melton Church, — " Henry Croddyn interred 
Jan. 3, 1699." The only specimen of this issue I have met with 
is in my possession. The Croddens appear to have been a Melton 
family, for in the Churchwardens' Accounts of the parish for 1612 
is the following entry :

" Item to Rafe Croden and William Allyn for Four dayes and a 
halfe settinge up winders in the steepell .................. ixs."

MOUNTSORRELL.
O. — Jonas Davis 1665 ... ... Grocers1 Arms.
R. — In Movnt-Sorell ... ... ... His Halfpeny.

In 1660 and following years, Jonas Davis of Mountsorrell, Mercer, 
paid four shillings for his freedom of Leicester on the market days ; 
it thus appears (as it is not probable there were two men of this 
name in Mountsorrell) that then, as now, it was usual in villages to 
combine two or more trades in one establishment : He rented in 
Leicester a shop under the Gainsborough, which he occupied till 
about the year 1716, as in that year it was "set" to John Billers, 
a tobacconist, " at the same rate as that paid by Jonas Davy, of 
Mountsorrill."

O.— Ralph Bosse 1667 .. ... Drapers' Arms.
R.— Of Movntsorrill ... ... ... His Halfe Penny R. B.

Henry Bosse of Mountsorrell, perhaps brother to the above, a 
butcher, was free of the town of Leicester on market days, in 1664, 
and following years. I mention this to shew that Bosse was a name 
well known in Leicestershire (see under BagwortK).

0. — Joseph Lovett of... ... ... a Roll of Tobacco. (?)
R.— Movntsorill 1667 ... ... His Halfpeny.

SADDINGTON.
O. — Jonathan Talecote ... ... two Tobacco Pipes, crossed.
R. — Of Sadington Chandler ... ... His Halfpeny.

Several of the family of Tylecoat or Tilecoat are buried in 
Nailstone church; and Jeffery Tilecote, the son of Thomas and 
Frances Tilecote of Nailstone, was a draper in Market Bosworth, 
and died in 1771. Jonadas Tylecote was a baker in Leicester in 
1715.
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SHEEPSHEAD.
O.—Joseph Bruxhy of ... ... a Sheep's Head.

*K.—Sheepshed 1667 ... ... ..His Halfpeny.

WALTHAM.
O.—Henry Darker 1668 ... . . H. D. 
R.—In Waltham his Halfe Penny.

The reverse is in four lines across the field, and the Token is 
octagonal in shape.— (See Illus. No. 18.)

O.—Henry Darcker .. ... ... His Halfe Peny.
*R.—In Waltham ... ... ... H. D.

THE REV. J. M. GRESLEY exhibited two views—a ground plan 
and details of the ancient mansion at Donington-on-the-Heath, 
in the parish of Ibstock, Leicestershire, and remarked that existing 
remains of Domestic Architecture of the thirteenth century are rare, 
and that this is an unusually perfect example. Donington was 
once the seat of William de Sees, whose daughter and heir married 
Alexander Villers, of Brokesby, Leicestershire, temp. Hen. III., to 
which period this mansion may be assigned. It consists of an 
oblong square, with two buildings projecting from the north side, 
from the western one of which there is a third building projecting 
still further northward. The entrance to the mansion was a 
pointed-arched doorway, reached by an external staircase, which 
led into the principal apartment or hall; below which, on the 
ground floor, was the kitchen. The original windows of the hall 
have been destroyed, with the exception of the small trefoiled light 
shown in the drawing over the present back door. Pointed-arched 
oaken doorways led from the hall into the sleeping rooms in the 
two adjoining projecting buildings. The kitchen on the ground- 
floor had narrow square lights: two of them (blocked up) remain 
in the west wall. Access was had from the hall to the kitchen 
probably by a staircase in the same position as the one now in use: 
whether there was any other entrance to it may be questioned. In 
the north wall of the kitchen is a spacious fire place, having a low 
arch with a chamfered edge. There was perhaps a staircase from 
the upper room of the eastern projection to the room on the ground- 
floor below it, now destroyed; traces of which are discernible. 
The door now leading into this room from the kitchen is modern. 
The lower room in the western projection seems to have had a 
door in the western wall, and to have been unconnected with the 
kitchen and further northern projection. The latter also seems to 
have been a distinct building, with a door in the eastern wall where




